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DRAFT AGENDA 20 NOVEMBER 2006 
 

“Opportunities, implementation & Lessons Learned from other UN Conventions” 
 

CONFERENCE LANGUAGE : ENGLISH , FRENCH 
 
 
08:00-09:00           Registration of Participants 

 
09:00-09:10 
 

Welcome  Wallis Goelen  
Head of Disability Unit 
DG Employment, Social Affairs & Equal 
Opportunities 
The European Commission © 

 
 

09:10-09:20 
 
 

Opening by Conference Chair  
 

Kalle Könkkölä 
International Disability & Development 
Consortium (IDDC) & The Finnish Disabled 
People’s International Development Association, 
(FIDIDA)  © 

 
 

09:20-10:00 
 

The UN Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities – the 
background and the significance 
 
 

Ambassador Luis de Alba 
UN Convention Ad Hoc Committee; 
Permanent Mission of Mexico to the United 
Nations Office at Geneva    (i) 

 
 

10:00-10:30 The impact of the UN Convention 
on EU External Relations & Human 
Rights policies 
 
 

Commissioner Ferrero-Waldner  
European  Commissioner for External Relations  
(i) 
 
 

10:30-10:45             Coffee break 
 

10:45-12:30 
 
Moderated by: 
 
Kalle 
Könkkölä 
 
 

PANEL DISCUSSION  
 
   
 
The significance of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities on 
development cooperation policies across Europe; the significance for persons with 
disabilities in developing countries; the impact of Article 32 (International Cooperation 
Article). 
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The view from the Government of 
Finland and from the perspective of 
Government from the EU  

Leena Leikas 
Ministry Foreign Affairs of Finland 
Division of Human Rights Courts and 
Conventions  
© 
 
 
 

Legal significance of UN Convention 
on development cooperation policies 
in Europe and on persons with 
disabilities in developing countries 

Simon Walkers  
Advisor, Human Rights and Disability 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights 
© 
 
 
 

The view from organizations of 
disabled people in developing 
countries 

Mr. Gidion Kaino Mandesi  
The Disabled Organization of Legal Affairs and 
Social Economic Development – Tanzania 
© 

 
 

The legal significance of Article 32, 
the view from disability NGOs 
 

Marianne Schultze  
IDDC &  the Austrian Institute for Advanced 
Studies  
© 
 
 

View from the Government of 
Uganda and from an African 
Government perspective 
 
 
 
 

Ambassador S. T. K. Katenta Apuli 
Uganda Ambassador  
Embassy of the Republic of Uganda and 
Permanent Mission to the European Union 
Brussels, 
© 

 
 

12:30-14:00    Lunch 
 
 

14:00-16:00 
 

WORKSHOPS 
 
Workshops to discuss practical implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities; lessons to be learned from other UN Conventions (examples of 
good and bad practice, how best to implement the UN Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities to positively impact on the lives of persons with disabilities in 
developing countries). 
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Workshop 1: UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

Facilitator: 
Gidion Kaino Mandesi   
The Disabled Organization of Legal Affairs and 
Social Economic Development - Tanzania 
© 
 
 

Workshop 2: UN Convention on 
Children’s Rights 

Facilitator:  
Sue Stubbs  
Coordinator IDDC, formerly of Save the 
Children Fund 
© 
 
 

 
 
 

Workshop 3: The Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) 

Facilitator:   
Lydia  La Riviere-Zijdel   
Chair Dutch Coalition Disability & Development 
(DCDD); Board member European Women’s 
Lobby; Chair of European Disability Forum 
Women’s Committee © 
 
 

16:00-16:20   Coffee break 
 
 
PLENARY reconvenes Chair, Kalle Könkkölä  

 
 

16:20 

Rapporteurs’ report back from 
workshops  
 

Rapporteurs’ conclusions 

Reply from European Disability 
Forum 

Yannis Vardakastanis 
President, the European Disability Forum; 
Key actor in UN Convention AHC and 
representative from International Disability 
Caucus © 
 
 

Reply from the UN Convention 
Secretariat 

Vittoria Beria  
Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities Division for Social 
Policy and Development, DESA United Nations 
Secretariat © 

 
 

16:45 

End of Day Remarks  
 

Kalle Könkkölä © 

 
  

18:00-20:00 Cocktail 
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DRAFT AGENDA 21 NOVEMBER 2006 
 

“Where do we go from here….Inclusion in practice” 
 

CONFERENCE LANGUAGE : ENGLISH , FRENCH 
 
 
09:00-09:05 Opening by Chair 

 
Kalle Könkkölä  
 
 

09:05-09:40 
 
 

Lessons learned from Day One – 
Introduction to Inclusive 
Development 
 
 

Joanna Maycock 
CONCORD Board Member - Platform of 
European Development NGOs;  
EU representative for Action Aid 
© 

 
 

09:40-10:00 
 
 

Presentation from developing 
countries perspective – Practical 
level experiences on inclusive 
development 
 
 

George Abraham  
The Score Foundation 
India  © 

 
 

10:00-10:30   Coffee break 
 
 
BEST PRACTICE EXAMPLES   
 
How to implement inclusive development approaches – development which is inclusive 
of disabled people – at all levels 
 
 
Experiences from DFID on 
addressing social exclusion and  
non-discrimination in development 
cooperation policy; perspective from 
a Government of the North 
 
 

Zoe Stephenson    
Social Development Adviser 
Equity and Rights Team 
DFID © 

10:30-12:30 
 
Chaired by  
 
Kalle Könkkölä  
 

Community Approaches to 
Disability in Development – 
experiences in including disability in 
community developments in South 
& South East Asia 
 
 

Ingar Düring   
project coordinator CAHD  
CBM-Handicap International © 
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Experience in including disability in 
African Government planning 

Shuaib Chaulken  
Chief Executive, African Decade of Persons with 
Disabilities © 

 
 

Experience in including disability in 
Government policies of Papua New 
Guinea (inclusive education) 
 
 

Br. Graeme Leach  
Director of Callan Services in Papua New Guinea 
© 

 
 

Inclusive Development: experience 
in including disability in general 
water and sanitation programmes 

Hazel Jones 
Loughborough University, UK © 

 
 
 

GENERAL DISCUSSION – Question & Answers 
 
 

12:30-14:00 Lunch 
 
 
 WORKSHOPS 
 
Two Workshops running in parallel, both to discuss and examine how to implement an 
inclusive development policy and how to tackle social exclusion and discrimination in 
light of UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and, in particular, 
Article 32 (International Cooperation Article). 
 
 
Workshop 1   Facilitator :  

Johannes Trimmel 
Chair International Disability & Development 
Consortium (IDDC) © 

 
 

14:00-15:30 
 
 
 

Workshop 2 
   

Facilitator:  
George Abraham © 

 
 

15:30-15:50    Coffee break 
 
 

15:50-16:00 
 

Report back from Workshops & 
presentation of Recommendations to 
EU decision makers  
 
 

Rapporteurs 
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PANEL DISCUSSION – Closing Session 
 
Responding to the recommendations & on the way forward 

Response from the European 
Commission 
 
 
 
 

Mr Koos Richelle  
European Commission,  
Europe Aid 
(i) 

The view from the Government of 
Germany and from the perspective 
of Government from the EU  

Uwe Gehlen  
Chief of Division, Poverty Reduction,  
German Ministry for Development  
(i) 
 
 

16:00-17:00 
 
Facilitator  
 
Kalle Könkkölä  
 

Response from the European 
Parliament  
 
 

Richard Howitt MEP  
Chair EP Disability Intergroup  
& Vice Chair Human Rights Committee of the 
European Parliament, EP Committee Foreign 
Affairs   
© 
 
 

17:00 Concluding and Closing remarks 
 
 

Kalle Könkkölä   

 
 
 

© - confirmed 
(i) - invited 


